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Copy of a LETTER, or MEMORIAL, of the Rectifying Distillers in 
and about London ; dated 28th June 1820; and addressed to The Right 
honourable Nicholas Vansittart, Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Whitehall, Treasury Chambers,'! $. R Lushington. 

6 July 1820. J 6 



To the Right Honourable Nicholas Vansittart, 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, &c. &c. &c. 

SIR, 

W E, the Rectifying Distillers in and about London, hereunto subscribing, 
beg leave to submit to you, that we are informed a Bill is to be brought 
into Parliament, giving permission to Distillers in Ireland to import into England, 
Irish Cora Spirits, and to vend them in their raw state as Whiskey, directly 
through the medium of English dealers, without being submitted to the process 
of rectification, as must at present be done with all Raw Spirits, whether of the 
manufacture of England, Scotland or Ireland ; moreover, that the Irish Whiskey 
imported here at the Irish strength of 21 per cent over proof, is to be sold at 
the same strength to the dealers and consumers without reduction, as the same 
is now done in Ireland. 

You are aware the practice here, as sanctioned by law, differs from this ma- 
terially. We buy raw spirit from the malt distiller, 7 per cent over proof, which 
being a harsh and coarse article, produced from strong corn wash, in the proportion 
of nineteen gallons from every 100, is fit only for the purposes of the rectifier ; 
and being by him adapted to the taste of his customer, he sends it out at the low 
consuming strength of 22 per cent under proof. He is not permitted to send 
out any spirits in their plain state, as Whiskey ; the whole must be rectified and 
compounded^ answering the double purpose of improving the quality of the spirit, 
originally coarse and unpalatable, and of enabling Revenue officers to distinguish 
readily the spirit thus legally prepared, from what is produced and sold in its raw 
state by the illicit manufacturer. 

If such, however, are really the intentions of Government, we humbly conceive 
that they afford us grounds of deep, and just complaint. Our trade, so long 
established 1 , and at all times so anxiously protected by the legislature, would suffer 
an entire revolution; ; our expensive plants and establishments would be rendered 
useless, and ourselves and families involved in> utter ruin. 

We inquire not into the degree of fairness with which the Irish distiller con- 
ducts- his trade at home, or what advantages he might thereby possess over us. 
We know that, according to law, he is enabled to distil from a very weak wash, 
which is therefore capable of producing, in its raw state, a much finer spirit (with 
more in proportion from the corn) than can possibly be obtained from the strong 
wash qf England a spirit too, which after a little time, w ould as readily take the 
market in England’as it now does in Ireland, and as a similar spirit has for many 
years done in Scotland. 

The English market would thus come to be supplied with a spirit, which the 
law does not allow us the privilege, either to make or to Vend. 
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Nor, with great deference, does this measure appear to us to be called for either 
by state necessity, or political expediency; for, in England, under the present 
system, we believe the Distillery revenue is fairly paid ; while Irish spirits afe here 

subject ”° r6S ‘° WhiCh E " gliSh ” SCOtCh SpiritS are equally 

But if, for reasons unknown to us, Government should see fit to grant this 
permission to the Irish, then we humbly pray, that, to enable us to meet the 
Irish importer on equal terms in the English market, provision may at the same 

77 7 ’ ? ° W 118 ‘° kc0me * ke matm our m ‘ VrXs, from weak 
mask and in all respects upon the Irish whiskey principle, in order that the min 
which otherwise awaits us may, if possible, be averted 



We have the honour to be, 

with the highest respect, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 



London, 

28th June 1820. 

(signed) 



John Reid, 
Benjamin Hodges, 
Benj” Geo. Hodges, 
W m Rich d Hodges, 
Alexander Gordon, 
Charles Gordon, 
William Knight, 
James Scott Smith, 
John Goldie, 
William Holme, 
Thomas Wilson, 
John Sewell, 

Edud Dawn, 
William Kent, 

Tho 1 Wyatt, 

John Wyatt, 

Henry Pigeon, 
Henry Pigeon, jun. 
Thomas Gaitskell, 
Henry Gaitskell, 
John Gaitskell, 
James Stein, 

Tho ’ Pickford, 

Ja ’ Tathame, 

John Nicholson, 

W m Nicholson, 
Thomas Bird, 
George Wheelhouse, 
W m Geo. Scott, 
Charles Chappie, 
James Bishop, 
George Bishop, 
Thomas Harrington, 
Tho' Davis, 

Thomas Browning, 
W m S. Browning, 



John W. Cooper, 
Edwd Burbage, 
Francis Pothonier, 
Jrf L. Weller, 

Geo. Hannington, 
E. R. Swaine, 

Jrf Alport, 

R' Lowthian, 

James Langdale, 
John Anderson, 
John Radley, 
Robert Ware, 

John Bockett, 

John Bockett, jun. 
N. Maughan, 

J. C. Bishop, 

W m Gibbs, 

J. P. Hodgson, 

B. Bailey, 

E. Bowerbank, 

E. Scott Bowerbank, 
Geo. Wheelhouse, 
John G. Booth, 
Felix Booth, 

Mark Currie, 

W m Currie, 

W m Harding, 

George Richards, 
Rob' Burnett, 

C. F. Burnett, 

J. F. Burnett, 
Stephen Child, 

Jcf Vickers, 

W m Jackson, 

Sam' Burn. 
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